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“But peaceful was the night, 
Wherein the Prince of Taght 

His reign of peace upon the earth began: 
The winds, with wonder whist, 
Smoothly the waters kissed, 

Whispering new joys to the wild ocean, | 
Who now hath quite forgot to rave, 
While birds of calm sit brooding on the 
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charmed wave. : 
-MILTON 


2 
. 
7 4 
> q ; 
1) a 
3 
4 ¥ 
j x 


Published Quarterly at St. Augustine's : 
= Bay Lenn Ma) = 


» The Peace and Happiness which the Angel announced «| 


7 } \ | 
© a be to our Friends 


ac 


Conducted 5 | a Mathew Christman, S.. v.: 
Florian Hass, S. V. D., Literary Edi 


CHRISTMAS 
NUMBER 


i, © Subscription: 50 cents year 


What finest purple might not have swathed 
this Child, what precious gold might not heve 
graced His brow, but that He had adjudged  _ _* gong 
the grandeur of this world abi of 2. See : 
Himself and His— Tertullian. ran ae 
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Little Jesus, wast Thou shy 
Once, and just so small as I? 
And what did it feel like to be 
Out of Heaven, and just like me? 
Didst Thou sometimes think of THERE, 
And ask where all the angels were? 
I should think that I would cry 
For my house all made of sky; 
I would look about the air, 
And wonder where my angels were; 
And at waking ’twould distress me— 
Not an angel there to dress me. 


Hads’t Thou ever any toys, 
Like us little girls and boys? 
And didst Thoy play in Heaven with all 
The angels, that were not too tall, 
With stars for marbles? Did the things 
Play “Can you see me?” through their wings? 


Didst Thou kneel at night to pray, 
And didst Thou join Thy hands, this way? 
And did they tire sometimes, being young, 
And make the prayer seem very long? 
And dost Thou like it best, that we 
Should join our hands to pray to Thee? 
I used to think, before I knew, 
The prayer not said unless we do. 
And did Thy Mother at the night 
Kiss Thee, and fold the clothes in right? 
And didst Thou feel quite good in bed, 
Kissed,and sweet, and Thy prayers said? 


Thou canst not have forgotten all 
That it feels like to be small; 
And Thou know’st I cannot pray 

To Thee in my father’s way?— 
When Thou wast so little, say 

Could Thou talk Thy Father’s way?-—- 
So, a little Child, come down 

And hear a child’s tongue like Thy own; 
Take me by the hand and walk, 

d listen to my baby-talk. 

To ‘Thy Father show my prayer 

(He will look, Thou art so fair), 
And say: “O Father, I, Thy Son, 

Bring the prayer of a little one.” 


And He will smile, that children’s tongue: 
Has not changed since aca 
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St. Augustine’s Messenger 
pris ee ~~ CHRISTMAS SURVEY. 
oe An appropriate time to review the results of another 
3 is the Christmas season, when the new school-term is 
well under way and the air serene. A mother does not note 
and contemplate the progress of the family so well as when 
she sees her children and grandchildren gathered at the 
Christmas holidays. The story then of our year’s advance, 
the statement of our losses and gains and of what promises, 
can best be made in the warm confiding spirit of the Infant's 

festival. 
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P | As We Are 

|e We are now forty-two strong, including seven profes- 
| eam sors, with the very Reverend Mathew Christman, S. V. D., as 
1 ea Rector, the same who piloted the undertaking from the 
ie beginning. Of the highest class that passed out of the Col- 
1 lege this year one died, Mr. Marion Hudson; three were sent 
y to the North to make their Novitiate in the Society of the 
i, Divine Word, Mr. Vincent Smith, Mr. Ernest Casa Calvo, 


Mr. Maurice Rousseve; one was released to the Major Semi- 


nary of Mt. St. Mary’s, Cincinnati, Mr. Theldon Jones. The 


present graduating class that will go out in June numbers 
seven. 


Out-Going 


Our heartiest good wishes and prayers, you can imaeine, 
attended and still attend the boys that left our ranks for the 
: Novitiate. They are the first-fruits and we parted with them 
with something of tender solicitude, and hope that they do 
well in the cassock with which they are now habited. 


’Tis true, they still have seven years of philosophy and 
theology before them, but while we voice our own impatience 
and the impatience of our interested friends, we can gain 
consolation from the thought that when they finally reach 
their goal a new class will yearly be in place for ordination ; 
because a whole student body is moving steadly up behind 
them. 


In-Coming 


Twelve new boys have been added this year to the stu- 
y. One priest, the Rev..H. A. Lally, S. S. J. of Port 
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However, we feel that in real distress. we} 


the terre rie teh pon” c nd activit 
for Indian and Negro. <r oe pre 

from that Board have. Searle rs our’ 
of support. With the amount cut cons iderably * ee 
to look to the merciful Providence’ of God for i < 


friends to be alarmed. 
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For the stability of the work, for the. cc okeetina 


PY | eae: | 
Pa 
desolating influences that early and often encompassed it, 


for the blessings of grace and those of increase’ that, shave 4 aes ‘'. 
been vouchsafed to the cause, we bow in deepest gratil 1 ie 
to Him Who as a Babe came into this world to b i d ‘ur 
kingdom for His Heavenly Father. And at this Chri s- 
tide we would unite to the prayers of our friends thine our. 

sentiments of thanksgiving: as well as the request for a 
continuance of His watehful care. 


[o} 


f DO YOU REALIZE:— 


Thdt Catholicity has only touched the fringes of the. ore 
large Colored population of this country! If you had an as- _* 
sembly of fifty Colored people and only one of that gathering — Ros oh 
were Catholic you would have the exact proportion that” a 
holds in the country at large. a Gr 


The Protestants have built up a rival church ¥ loa: is 
they supply in 39,341 houses of worship ree deep. 
needs of the Negro; and so effectively do. they,sur aly th nem’ 
that a Catholic edifice in Protestant terri ore does tik as 
so much as curiosity. The--Catho ics, 4 . 
have but 100 clsemnesy Zo Sand yainst 3° 


of twenty: m ina private 
‘Wil ser" and one of the group 
lalify as’ m State of South Caro- 
ored population of 864,719 there is but one 
—in Charleston, if you except a mission at 


is the condition in most of the Southern 
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_. These Protestants are served by 40,000 Colored minis- 

ters who are of.a mind and in accord with their people; and 
consequently they know how to adapt themselves to their 
needs. This fact shows further what gains the Church must 
make to come even abreast. Against this multitude of 
ministers the church has four Colored priests. Besides ; 
ministers are created rapidly, priests are the product of 
thirteen years of training. Mathematically you can somehow 
compute the years it will take to affect the situation. 


This is a picture to appal, but not to discourage. It 
shows that the education of Colored priests is a real need. 
not a fancy. It furthermore leaves undisputed the course 
that must now be aimed at, and eventually be taken. 
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SISTERS OF THE HOLY FAMILY 


¥. 


rue that there exists among the 
s bands of religious women the 


We scale it to ‘tee strange 
obstacles to invade even * oe mn mn = 4 
His honor, and they surely w } 
of our pious and zealous j it se t 
so are often blessings in ‘Uaguine, as s may be | or o a he 
fact that the impossibility of their joining a the white | 
Sisterhoods, because of racial relationship w nich ast even r Ms, 
one of the foremost topies of the day, caused the pia de 
of a separate Colored Religious Community. 


BEFRIENDED 


In doing this they were greatly befriended by Miss Ali- 
cot of France, with whom is eonnected a little story in which 


can be traced God’s Providence in the establishment of the Dae 
Order. When landing here for a visit to her sister, an Ursu- age 
line nun in this city, she stepped off the steamer before the sy 

gangway was secured and fell into the river; and having been om ) 


rescued by a colored man, she thereupon vowed to spend the ig 
remainder of her life in the work of instructing the Negro. ‘a 
Accordingly, her time was spent with the slaves from one 
plantation to another, and what pecuniary means she had 


was given to help secure a Home for the new Congregation a 
which Misses Delisle and Gaudin were to begin under the | 
direction of Very Reverend Rousselon. ‘x 


OUR RULE AND SCOPE r4 


A code based on the rule of Saint Augustine was drawn Se 
up by the saintly Vicar General just named, and ere long the ; 
piety, charity and spirit of humility of the new-formed Re- 
ligious attracted others, and led them to embrace their ex- 
alted life of self-sacrifice. 


Such is, briefly, the origin of the Sisters of the Holy 
Family who are engaged not only in the sublime work of 
instructing and training the young, but also in the more 
lowly though thrice blessed work of caring heal 
orphans and aged of both sexes—and for thi 
To ane the eh aim of their Insti itt 
an Academy at home, an real Sani 
Schools, and numerous Parochial 
Alabama and Florida; they - ing 
existence a Boys’ and Girls’ re 
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THE VERY REV. A. BURGMER, S. I. D. 


Provincial of the Society of the Divine Word in the Unite: 


()x° E upon a time there lived a man and his wife who * 
had but one child, a little boy. He was a lovely child— ~~ 
strong, well, merry, but best of all kind and thoughtful 4 


The father and mother were sometimes sad because they 
had so little money with which to buy things for their boy. 


“Welcome, welcome home!” said the mother. “Here is 
a cup of milk for our boy. Now tell me of the. wonderful 
sights you have been seeing.” 


One year when Christmas came around the little boy SSA 
walked with his father through the streets of the city, look- ed 
ing longingly into the windows at the beautifully lighted | he 
Christmas trees. His father had only enough money to buy Shae | 

he large apple, a roll, and a single apple for the boy. ; pea 
a oe 
*: 

“Come, let us go home to mother now,” the father said. » 

! Be 
; . . - 

When they reached home the mother had a bright fire on, ee) 
the hearth. It sparkled and glowed until the whole room was . - =a 
bright with light. ee 


They drew near the fire and were talking merrily to- ie 
gether when there came a faint knock at the door, The tee oe 
tle boy ran to open it, and there on the threshold stood => 
another little boy. His face was beautiful, but he was t 
and pale, and was shivering from the eae PSE 


ek: 


“Come in to our fire,” said thed 
stranger’s hand and leading him i In. . 


The father and mother weleo 
ts boy: gave the strane a 
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th bee 5 shale dinkes them for their 
n, pand pi sat they could stop him, he vanished 
3 ee e 
ir ar went by, and in that year sickness and misfor- 
me up n the good man and his wife. When Christmas 
me around again there was not even a penny for a ey 
ar wood for the fire. The little boy stood in the dark 
m beside the bed on which lay his sick father and mother. 4 
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Suddenly the door opened and a bright light fe'l upon 
ile room. And there in the light stood the beautiful 
ee - Stranger Child dressed in white and bearing a Christmas 
\_ » “tree in his arms. Behind him were twelve elderly men. They 
| s "aes “ogpere kind looking men, with long beards, and each hed a 

; _ “great sack upon his back. One by one they silently placed 
-the sacks uvon the floor. Then the Stranger Child lifted up 
his hands and said: “I bring you blessings. Last year you 
shared with me. I return it to you a hundred-fold.’ 


Then he Hiehted the cendles upon the Christmas tree 
and was gone. 


The tree was loaded with apples of gold and silver, and a: \g 
in the bags were food and rich gifts. The father and mother. 
healed of their illness, rose from their beds, and they all 
—- a Merry Christmas. 


, but they never forgot the diteieer Child. 

the littl boy grew to be a man he always left his 
on C Pye . aay Eve so that any little child who was 
i s and the cold might come in and share 
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delein confirmed a class of 400 


Colored converts to the Church 


at St. Elizabeth’s Chicago, Ill, 
on the second Sunday of October. 


. 


Upwards of $80,000.00 has 
been collected by the people of 
New Orleans towards a fund of 
$350,000.00 for the erection and 
maintenance of a hospital for 
the Colored people of Louisiana 
and Mississippi. 


On November 6th Sr. Berch- 
mans (Colored) celebrated her 
Golden Jubilee—50 years service 
as a Sister—together with four 
other Silver Jubilarians — 25 
years. His Grace, Archbishop 
Shaw and eleven priests attended 
the celebration at the Holy Fam- 
ily Convent, New Orleans. 


The magnificent Holy Trinity 
Church of Cincinnati has been 


His Eeeaces: Cardinal ‘edie 


‘tor, and the 


St. Nicholas Church ee. ae 
Louis, Mo., has been placed a 
charge of the Fathers of the 
Divine Word. Rev. Joseph Hoel- 
ken, S. V. D., is the Present pas- 


Rev. Nicholas 
Schwallie, S. V: D., hie assistant, 


Rev. Joseph John, -L; Ris. 
(Colored) has been apg 
the pastor of a Corpus 7 i 
parish, Texas. Four. 

Sisters are in charge of the be 
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by His Grace, Archbishop Mc. — 
Nichols, 


its zealous preter: 7 


The Rev. F. Walsh ia. le 
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NUAL RETREAT. 


EB ¢ is Linton, S. Ss. J., of Mobile, Ala., was our able 
| er. Although most of the new students thought 
laid die under the restraint of three days’ silence, 


ne out of the retreat more alive than ever, imbued 
'e-with a new vigor and determination to pursue 
EIN t 
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- The Visit Of Our Bishop 


I e Right Reverend Bishop Gerow, D. D., when recently 
i to. Bay St. Louis for the dedication of a local parish 
hurch took the occasion to call at the Seminary. In his kind 
lenial way he-spoke to us in our study-hall of ways and 
éans of applying ourselves to learning. But, at the same 


~ ae 
ty has for us a higher place of 


Transfers 


ae. « & j 

+ Rev. J; Klaffl, S. V. D., our mathematic teacher has been 
isterred to the mission at Tuscaloosa, Ala. This good mis- 
nary had grown into our affections and we feel the loss 
y presence. Rev. Gerard Stieg, S. V. D., from 
“Mouse at Girard, Pa., is now in the chair of 
("we surely welcome him. As another 
swe have received from the mission of Tuscaloosa, 
v, He: nan Hagen, S. V.D. As acting Prefect 
r. Theodore Koeller, S. V. D., following upon 

mess of Father Florian Haas, S. V. D. 
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Our graduates as. they arene 


before donting” the cack 
From left to right, Mr. Ernest Casacas 1M 


Mr. Maurice Rousseve. 


j subi fried. During his stay here, he 
-us all, especially to those who never 
st of our own race. 


~ Looking Ahead 


r Krom occasionally fixing our mind’s eye 
: of the past year who are now intensely 
‘Gevoting themselves to things spiritual at Lake Buelah, 
SN ris. wi ere the Society of the Divine Word has its general 
-  WNovitiate House. But impatience is ever the fruit of such 
distractions and Wwe address ourselves again to the task on 
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; ; | Just Learning 


ayes if you should visit the séminary do not think that those 

* ’ ‘gtrange words which you might hear are “cuss words.” They 
Reo: ane only the efforts of students to learn the various lan- 
ee of Latin, Greek, and German. But there is still hope; 
e. ie teachers all agree that the school year will be successful 
teen though by the close of the year enough forms will be 
invented to compile new grammers and syntaxes of the above 


tongues. 
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In View Of The Holidays 


The usual activities are under way in preparation for 
Wee Rev. P. Shurek, S. V. D., is busy rehearsing the 
a “Hermigild.” At the same time he is directing the 

_ choir ~ the Christmas hymns and for the midnight Mass. 


seat 
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ach, our active orchestra director, is at 
me working his members into shape. 


The Passing of Fritz 


German police dog, Fritz. He was as be- a 
alas he was vicious. For two years he Ph ie 

tl ett for nobody could enter or go oie a 
mission. The new boys, after pay- |) ae 


—— 
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A’building 
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The Reverend faculty who live in a residence across the =~ 
campus under the spreading oaks have had to € large the a 
% building. Four new rooms had to be added, and these now = 
_ freshly painted and furnished await their occupants. One. “8 
; 2 room will always be open for guests. aa 


by, To our good treasurer, Rev. Cosmos Schneider, S. V. iy 
ry f @ D.. remains the worry of how to pay for the structure. 
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All is God’s; and yet ’tis true, 
All we have is Caesar’s too. 


| ‘adntlesion’ is 12—18 
der boys may be admitted. 
y Qualities are: _ 
, love of study and discipline, 
e cheer doeile disposition 
é Pea for the priesthood, the re- 
, e; 
-essful attendance at a grammar school; appli- 
ve phase d at least the 7th grade; 
h 5 ith. 
PAPERS: Applicants should present: 
a i. Personal letter containing application ; 
b. Certificate of Baptism; 


¢. Recommendation from, their Rev. Pastor or some 
r responsible person ; ~ 
ee School report, especially the last one: 

° e A physician’ s certificate ; 


st ‘4. TIME: Boys are admitted at the opening of the 
term in September. 


If. COURSES OF STUDIES: 


boy Our | course of ca a comprises: all branches of High 
t and Seminary. The classical course lasts 6 
owed by 1 year novitiate, 2 years philosophy 


roe TERMS 


n is “3 rey student i is to supply 
thou phat talent- 
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sary qualities are: 


“Yoig of study and discipline, 
caelle disposition ; : 


fed inclination for the priesthood, the re- 
oni e; 


attendance at a grammar school ; 


appli- 
ie passed at least the 7th grade; 


7 isecoey Applicants should present: 
" a.» Personal letter containing application; 


; b: Certificate of Baptism ; 


a ¢. Recommendation from their Rev. Pastor or some 
r responsible person ; 


ae School report, especially the last one: 
~e. A physician’s certificate; 
avd. TIME: Boys are admitted at the opening of the 


term in September. 
II. COURSES OF STUDIES: 


course of studies comprises all branches of High 
College uand Seminary. The classical course lasts 6 
( is fo wed by 1 year novitiate, 2 years philosophy 
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cAt de feet o Jesus, 
Sorrow like a sea. 

Lordy, let yo’ mercy 

Come driftin’ down on me. 


cAt de feet o Jesus, 

cAt yo feet I stand, 

O, ma little Jesus, 

Please reach out yo hand. 
— NEGRO SPIRITUAL 
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HIS HOLINESS, POPE PIUS XI 
THE FATHER OF THE FAITHFUL 
OF EVERY RACE AND NATION 


To 
The Federated (olored (atholics 


In commendation of their Union 
cAs an expression of good -will 


Towards tts progress 


This issue of the 
MESSENGER 
Is respectfully dedicated 
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Boys, Young Men! 


Your King Calls 

Co Hernic Service 

Go Preach Bis Name 

Co Spread Bis Kingdon 

Iu the Ranks of the Priesthood! 
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4 St. Augustine’s Messenger 


USE STILL THY ROD 


Hear me, O God! 
A broken heart 
Is my best part: 

Use still thy rod 
That I may prove 
Therein Thy love 


If Thou hadst not 
Been stern to me 
But left me free 

Ll had forgot 
Myself and Thee 


For sin’s so sweet, 
As minds ill bent 
Rarely repent 

Until they meet 
Their punishment. 


—F¥ONSON 


St. Augustine’s Messenger 
WILL THE COLQRED PRIEST BE RECEIVED 


Mathew PAChristman, S2°V.D. 


Rector j St. Augustine’s 
¢ 


One of the commeén and weighty objections against a 
Colored Clergy is the belief that the Negroes do not want 
their own priest. Why, it is asked, are we taking the pains to 
educate Colored boys for the priesthood, to turn out a pro- 
duct for which there is no demand, to force Colored priests 
upon the faithful as if in doing so we did not inflict upon a 
long-suffering people another hardship in their train of 
grievances. 


My intention in taking a stand against this objection, is 
not merely to argue, because that would be bootless, bene- 
fitting no one as much as it would offend. But in presenting 
the other side it is my simple purpose to invoke the good 
judgment of friends in the reasonableness of our cause, and 
to enlist the awakened understanding of those others who, 
for lack of conviction, hestitate to second the enterprise. 


The Objections 


To repeat the reasons that would make the Colored 
priest unacceptable to his own people: 


It is said that a Colored congregation that had hitherto 
been served by a White priest would take it as a downward 
step in the parish to be turned over to a cleric of their own 
race, for, they would instinctively feel that one of their own 
could not be on the par with the other priests, but lower in 
oo in spiritual power, and in the spirit of self-sacri- 

ce. 


Again it is urged that the Colored congregation does not 
desire its own priest because that would mean total segre- 
gation. Under existing conditions the White priest is 
the single link that saved the parish from isolation. 


Furthermore, Colored people are not used to their own 
priests. They associate Catholicity with White priests. 
They would no longer believe that the parish was as Catho- 
lic as before. 


Moreover, there are divisions of color in the congrega- 
tions. The fair are parted against the darker groups. A 
Colored priest would tend to disorganize, being immediately 
seconded by the members of his shade and suspected by the 
other group. | 


USE ‘STILL ‘THT ROD... 


Hear me, O God! 
A broken heart 
Is my best part: 

Use still thy rod 
That I may prove 
Therein Thy love 


If Thou hadst not 
Been stern to me 
But left me free 

I had forgot 
Myself and Thee 


For sin’s so sweet, 
As minds ill bent 
Rarely repent 

Until they meet 
Their puntshment. 


—FONSON 
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WILL THE COLORED PRIEST BE RECEIVED 
beset 
Mathew ‘P.AChristman, S. V. D. 


Rector j St. Augustine’s 


One of the commen and weighty objections against a 
Colored Clergy is the belief that the Negroes do not want 
their own priest. Why, it is asked, are we taking the pains to 
educate Colored boys for the priesthood, to turn out a pro- 
duct for which there is no demand, to force Colored priests 
upon the faithful as if in doing so we did not inflict upon a 
long-suffering people another hardship in their train of 
grievances. 


My intention in taking a stand against this objection, is 
not merely to argue, because that would be bootless, bene- 
fitting no one as much as it would offend. But in presenting 
the other side it is my simple purpose to invoke the good 
judgment of friends in the reasonableness of our cause, and 
to enlist the awakened understanding of those others who, 
for lack of conviction, hestitate to second the enterprise. 


The Objections 


To repeat the reasons that would make the Colored 
priest unacceptable to his own people: 


It is said that a Colored congregation that had hitherto 
been served by a White priest would take it as a downward 
step in the parish to be turned over to a cleric of their own 
race, for, they would instinctively feel that one of their own 
could not be on the par with the other priests, but lower in’ 
education, in spiritual power, and in the spirit of self-sacri- 
fice. 


Again it is urged that the Colored congregation does not 
desire its own priest because that would mean total segre- 
gation. Under existing conditions the White priest is 
the single link that saved the parish from isolation. 


Furthermore, Colored people are not used to their own 
priests. They associate Catholicity with White priests. 
They would no longer believe that the parish was as Catho- 
lic as before. 


Moreover, there are divisions of color in the congrega- 
tions. The fair are parted against the darker groups. A 
Colored priest would tend to disorganize, being immediately 
seconded by the members of his shade and suspected by the 
other group. 
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Besides, in support of the objection it is finally stated! 
that the Colored priest would mean nothing to the White: 
community. He would have no entrance nor influence in 
circles where their White priests moved and acted. For that 
reason in seeking redress from civil wrongs the individuals: 
of the parish would have no recourse to their pastor. 


Frankly I think that I have brought out without evasion: 
the reasons that are advanced to question the welcome that: 
the Colored priest is going to receive from his own brethren. 
Against these objections I will give my answer in favor of 
the acceptableness of the Colored priest; in doing so I will 
meet the points in the same order as listed above. 


In Answer 


The féar that Negroes will consider their own men as: 
inferior might have been true years ago when Negro op- 
portunity and achievement were wanting. Today the Color- 
ed man has a firm belief im his own powers, and his success: 
in every profession has led him to believe that his own 
priests, if given the same course of training as other clerics, 
will be as worthy. The sense of inferiority has long passed 
out of Negro consciousnéss, and in its place there is a stern 
self-confidence that only yearns for chances to justify itself. 


If it be thought that the Colored people cling so tenaci- 
ously to White priests as connecting links it must be recalled 
that the Protestant Negroes of their own volition and initia- 
tive began to withdraw from the Protestant churches and to 
gather around their own preachers as early as 1787. In the 
Catholic Church priests cannot be created by impulse and 
Catholics cannot gather in this manner around their min- 
isters until Holy Mother Church prepares and ordains them. 
They must wait, and this must not be construed to mean 
that they do not wish their own ‘priests. 


It is further true that the Colored are not used to their 
own priests and could, for that reason, associate the Catho- 
licity of their parish with White priests. But that is an 
imperfection that calls for race priests to remedy. If the 
Chinese associate Catholicity with Europeans they are in 
error and only can be corrected by the introduction of their 
own priests who will prove that the Church is universal, 
open impartially to every race and nation. The church of 
every race that is not served by its own priests is in an im- 
perfect stage, doubly so if they should not even prefer their 
own. 
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The argument that owing to the different shades of 
color a race priests would only tend to disorganize does not 
:seem to hold in the case of Colored Sisters of whom there 
‘are 340 giving satisfaction in actual religious werk. Nor 
‘can the objection be found true with the thousands of Col- 
red ministers who, whether they are dark or fair, wield 
‘an influence and command a respect that no other man can 
claim amongst our Colored population. In fact, the ex- 
‘istence and status of the Negro minister should, of itself, 
‘be sufficient to answer any misgivings about the welcome 
:a Colored priest is apt to receive. 


Lastly it is said that the Colored priest will not repre- 
‘sent anything to the White community. The material in- 
fluence of a priest is unimportant in the light of the spiri- 
tual influence which is properly his own. Strictly, he repre- 
‘sents God and His Church. There have been times in days 
‘of persecution when a Catholic priest represented far less 
jin the eyes of the world than the Colored priest will. Be- 
‘sides the person who looks te a priest as the saviour and 
champion of his temporal welfare is rather a diluted sort 
‘of a Catholic whose steadfastness to his religion is not to 
‘be reckoned with. 


In Conclusion 


In conclusicn I will go so far as to say that it is to be 
regretted that the demand for Colored priests should even 
be questioned. Were all the objections true they could not 
outweigh the advantages of a race clergy. When we see all 
about us ministers who suffer from the same defects that 
‘are supposed to disqualify Colored priests, and who still, in 
spite of that, have for almost one hundred-and-fifty years 
‘been welcome in office, can we discredit the race so much as 
to deny that thirteen years of severe training will fit a man 
to care for the spiritual welfare of his people? Finally, who 
can say how many Colored Protestants would exist today in 
the United States were it not for the Negro ministers! 
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A careful study of the Church in China led Rome to crew@ st Cl 
ric are here pictured with the Apostolic Delegate, His Exitency 
labour in union with 65 Western Bishops and Prefects Ap@tolic f 
helpers 2,847 priests, of whom 1,172 are Chinese. Catholif§in Ch 
2,328,109. eg ° 
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‘o crew Six Chinese Bishops. The priests raised to the Bishop- 
is ExtHlency Ceiso Costantini. These native Bishops will 
cts Ap@tolic for the conversion of China. They have as their 
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BRIEFLY 


‘T HE position of the Pope as 

the Head of Christendom 
and the common spiritual Fath- 
er of the faithful of every race 
and nation was strikingly seen 
when four thousand delegates of 
the Catholic Youth of the World 
met in Rome to honor the mem- 
ory of the saintly youth Aloy- 
sius Gonzaga. All the races as 
well as twenty-five nations were 
represented amongst the boys. 


James Welden Johnson re- 
viewing Harlem in The New 
Negro points out the rapid econ- 
omical growth of the settlement 
in New York that now numbers 
175,000 Colored people owning 
property to the value of sixty 
million dollars. He _ writes: 
“Twenty years ago the Negroes 
were begging for the privilege 
of renting a flat in Harlem. 
Fifteen years ago barely a half 
dozen men owned real property 
in all Manhattan. And down to 
ten years ago the amount that 
had been acquired in Harlem 
was negligible. Today, Negro 
Harlem is practically owned by 
Negroes.” 


George A. Gilfillan, writing in 
the New York Times, gives this 
important paragraph: 


“The Negro, the Occidental 
and the Oriental are representa- 
tive of distinct racial and nation- 
al types. Each has some faculty 
more accentuated than the 
other; each is necessary to the 
other, the sum total of the fac- 
ulties representing the allied re- 
sources of mankind. To divide 
these resources by purely racial 
alliances would have but one 
result, the complete collapse of 
every uplifting and civilizing 
agency in existence. To attain 
unity it is necessary for each to 
give to the others some of its 
rights and privileges as well as 
to make constant efforts for the 


common welfare. the presence 
of the Negro in America indi- 
cates an obligation on the part 
of the white race to share its 
—ee with the Color- 
e ia? 


Writing in THE CATHOLIC 
MISSIONS (Feb.) from South 
Africa, Rev. J. Boenisch de- 
scribes with concern the rise of 
an unqualified native ministry. 
Ignorant natives will suddenly 
take to preaching after the Pro- 
testant practice and will set up 
their own sect thereby adding to 
the Christian confusion. To 
quote: “Almost daily, now, new 
branches of these sects spring 
up. People who, six months ago 
were police or sellers of woolen 
caps, today have their own sects 
because they say that to be a 
minister is more comfortable, 
and more profitable.” 


This from the March issue of 
the CRISIS “The report of the 
Association Universitaire Catho- 
lique d’Aide aux Missions, on 
Catholic missions among the In- 
dians and Negroes of Oklahoma, 
by Urbain de Hasque contains 
a striking indictment of Catho- 
lic listlessness toward the Am- 
erican Negro.” Then follows a 
quotation of old statistics such 
as, “there are only six Colored 
schools in the South’, “The 
Catholics have only $1,250,000 
invested in Negro work.” Why 
should one cull these past fig- 
ures when recent English books 
will show that there are nine 
times the above number of 
schools and a capital far in ex- 
cess of $1,250,000. 


“Mother Schuman-Heink” in 
her occasional talks makes it 
clear that the richness of her 
tone comes from a soul sweet- 
ened by.a universal love. Speak- 
ing before the colored body of 
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Bethune-Cookman College in 
Florida she said: “I am an old 
mother and grandmother. I 
sacrificed, I suffered, but knew 
that God would never, never 
leave me if I did my duty, and 
if I did not let bitterness and 
jealousy come into my life. I do 
love the world. I do love, above 
all, America.” 


In New York the Negroes 
maintain in Harlem 150 
churches. Of this number 40 are 
Baptist, 25 Spiritualists, 22 
Methodist, five Catholic, one 
Protestant Episcopal, two Con- 
gregational, two Presbyterian, 
one Moravian, one Christian 
Scientist, two Seventh Day Ad- 


ventist, one Hebrew, one Em- 
anuel, one Lutheran and seven 
African orthodox churches 
There are other various faiths 
that are off the path of the 
modern beliefs. 


After a long and bitter fight 
of twelve years Alabama finally 
passed an act abolishing the 
leasing of Colored convicts. This 
act will go into effect on June 
30, 1928, much to the discom- 
fiture of political graft. During 
the past months the Negroes of 
Alabama have been showing not 
only a spirit of unrest but an 
organized front of battle. 25,000 
of them served in the World 
War, it will be remembered. 


His Eminence, Cardinal Mundelein confirming a class of 400 at St. 
Elizabeth’s Chicago. St. Elizabeth’s is the largest Colored parish in 
the country. The value of its property and buildings is close to a 
million dollars. It is in charge of the Society of the Divine Word. 
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THE FEDERATED COLORED CATHOLICS 
Florian J. Haas, S. V. D. 


It is a joy to contemplate the fact of a Colored Catholic 
Federation. The conception of such an organization, its 
formation, and present continuance wins for it a hearty 
admiration. At the same time it betokens a new, aggressive 
spirit amongst the Colored Catholics, a spirit, now that it is 
risen, gives promise to deepen and increase. 


That there are Colored Catholics has not been very 
public until recently. Even in the broad field of Colored 
activity in this country the Catholic party has neither been 
recognized nor counted. This union will not only announce 
the existence of such a body, but will give to it a certain a 
dignity and show of strength which would otherwise be 
wanting as long as the members were scattered about with- 
out any unified voice or action. For organization has always 
been in this country the first step towards strength and 
prestige, and the warning of Benjamin Franklin is as true an 
now of any group as it was in the beginning, of the republic, 
when he said, “If we do not hang together we will hang 
separately.” 


Even tc the members themselves the Federation will 
give a helpful pride and support in their religious position. 
Not that organizing will make their Catholicity any truer, 
but it will aid them to cling to it with more resolution by 
seeing about them Colored Catholics banded together in open 
allegiance to their Church. And just such an encourage- 
ment is needed by those whe find themselves professing a re- 
ligion that is not acknowledged by the majority of their 
group. 


TELLING ENCOURAGEMENTS 


It should be noticed that the Federation has telling ad- 
vantages over similar organizations that exist in the denom- 
inations, advantages that make for solidarity at the very 
outset. No time need be spent, nor hard feelings engendered 
by debating which doctrines are to be accepted, rejected, or F) 
compromised upon, to satisfy the beliefs of the various mem- 
bers. Colored Catholics may not be many but they all hold 
the same points of doctrine. Questions, too, of religious as- 
cendency and authority are likewise unnecessary in view of a 
common Head and Father in the person of the Roman Pontiff of 
and the established authority of the Bishops in their dioceses. 
From the broad and solid base of Catholic unity the Federa- 
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tion can immediately devote itself to the problems on hand 
of 7 to improve their interests within and beyond their 
ranks. 


Another point of encouragement to the Federation is 
the fact that most of the Colored Christians are Catholics. 
This was brought to notice by a writer in the February issue 
of the COUNCIL REVIEW, the official organ of the union. 
‘Upon looking up the exact figures it was found that the 
Colored Catholics of the United States, Africa, Cuba, Porto 
Rico, Haiti, San Domingo, South America, and the British, 
French, and Dutch West Indies came to a total of twenty-five 
million, while the Protestants had not quite five million as a 
total in the above named countries and of these four million 
are in the United States. In figures: 


Colored Roman Catholics.......00....... 25,235,000 
Colored Protestamts .......c..--cccccceen---- 4,832,000 


NEED OF RACE PRIESTS 


One important thing among others that was borne out 
by the rise of the Federation is the need of Colored priests. 
When laymen, form among themselves a union to further 
their spiritual interests they must keenly feel the absence 
of their own priests. It is a lack that forms a rift in their 
organization, for in the Catholic Church there is an essential 
dependence of the people upon the priest. The very measures 
that are passed in the conferences must, in many cases, de- 
pend for their success upon the cooperation of the priest, 
who, in his sacred position, by virtue of his holy ordination, 
has the direction and control of the gatherings of worship 
where the layman has no voice. 


This should not be thought to imply that through the 
lack of priestly cooperation the Federation is in a helpless 
situaticn, for God knows that the Colored Catholics are 
served by priests who are sincere in seeking and furthering 
according to their own light the best means for helping the 
cause. Nevertheless, while their intention cannot be ques- 
tioned, the Colored people will always feel that their under- 
standing of the Negro attitude and situation will never be 
in exact accord with theirs. For that reason it must have 
been seen that until their own clergy came forth to find 
their angle cf view, and take in their attitude, and the mean- 
ing and spirit of their measures, the organization could not 
operate perfectly. 


St. Augustine’s Messenger 


However, since it takes thirteen years to educate a 
priest, patience becomes a necessity. The program of the 
organization must be drawn up with a large allowance of 
years for its fullest action. In the meantime, the future of 
the organization as well as the triumph of the Colored 
Catholicity in this country rests upon the lay people, for 
from them is to be taken the material with which to build, 
the material of which priests are made. It is, then, to its 
fathers and mothers that the Federation must look, to its 
good Catholic families that will give out boys and girls 
brought up early in the ways of virtue; because, upon a 
sturdy, virtuous, and God-fearing youth depends the future 
success of the Church in any country. 
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Colored Catholics have col- 
lected $40,000. for Cardinal 
Gibbon’s Institute and that the 
Knights of Columbus have given 
$38,000. towards this technical 


college. 


Of the 321 industries listed in 
America, colored people are en- 
gaged in 315 of them. 


Miami, Florida's population of 
131,286 contains 27,285 Col- 


ored. 


world serving 300,000,000 Cath- 


olics. 


The total number of mission- 
aries sent out by the Society of 
the Divine Word, during the last 
fifty years, is 1104. 


Of the, 260,000 children of 
school age in the republic of 
Liberia only 9,563 appear on the 
enrollment of schools. 


The Medical School of Howard 
University has since its founda- 
tion in 1862 sent out as many 
as 2,500 graduates who are men 
practicing in 40 states of the 
Union. 
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312,000 Catholic priests i.. the 


The life cf St. Peter Claver, 
the apostle cf the Negroes, in 
serial form is now appearing in 
the ‘‘our Missions’ a magazine 
published at Techny, Ill. by the 
Society of the Divine Word. 


A collection of 5,000 volumes 
cn various subjects concerning 
Negroes has been given to the 
135th Street Library (New 
York) by Arthur Schomberg. 


A new church to be known 
as St. Odilias is being erected by 
the colored Catholics of Los 
Angeles, California. There are 
500 members in its congregation. 


The Federation of Colored 
Catholics, of which Dr. T. W. 
Turner is president, will hold 


their third annual meeting in 
New York on September 4-5-6. y 


Of the 395,000 American 
Indians 100,000 are Catholics. 
If as large a percentage of 
American Negroes were Cath- 
olics there would be _ over 


3,000,000. 


ss 
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OUR MISSION UNIT 


The Regina Apostolorum held its annual election at the 
opening of the Summer-Term. Mr. E. A. Martin was elected 
president. After the voting the meeting was devoted to de- 
vising plans for securing aid for ourselves and other mis- 
Sionary endeavors. Due to the confinement of our seminary 
life our ways and means were restricted, but these were re- 
solved upon: 


ns 


Our Proposed Activities 


The gathering of spiritual bouquets for missionaries 
and benefactors, and for the numerous recommended in- 
tentions of friends came first and foremost. Next came the 
raising of funds through shoeshining, pressing, collecting 
cancelled stamps, hair-cutting, and distributing Mite boxes 
among friends and teachers at home. As for the object of 
our gleaned funds we chose the establishing of an annual 
bourse for the education of one cf our students. 


Our Novices 


If any time is squandered during the Novitiate it can- 
not be lost in writing letters for we have heard very little 
from our friends in Lake Beulah, Wis. We know, though, 
that they have survived the rigours of the cruel winter. Our 
next class of graduates is preparing for their Novitiate, it 
seems, with a sort of trepidation. 


S. V. D. Southern Conference 


During the Christmas holidays the Fathers of the 
Southern Missions met in Bay St. Louis, for their semi- 
annual Conference. It made the Seminary appear like a 
larger institution with so many priest about. 


We enjoyed many an informal talk with these mis- 
sionaries when meeting them on the campus. Twenty years 
of Mission work has been their worthy contribution to the 
Church. 
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Our Press 


A multigraph that has been here for some time is now 
under constant operation by student hands. Besides print- 
ing prayer-forms and similar small matters for our own 
use we are at present putting out “The Seminarian” the 
organ of our Mission Unit. It is gotten up exclusively by 
the boys. Its maiden number appeared in March. 


Visitors 

Three of the Josephites called shortly after the closing 
of the Conference. They were Rev. Josph A. Lally, 8.8. J., 
Rev. Francis Linton, S. 8S. J., our late retreat master, and 
Rev. M. Neary, S. S. J.; and heartily welcome they were! 
Two of them are pastors of a number of our students. We 
had again the pleasure of a visit from Father A. Burgmer, 
S. V. D., Provincial, in the month of February. 


Beautifying The Grounds 


Our Prefect, Rev. Theodore Koehler, S. V. D., has been 
very active in renewing the face of our surroundings. The 
new tennis court he built is a marvel! Next a hand-ball 
court will be under way and then a new basket-ball court. 
Besides, fresh green lawns graced with lovely flower beds 
and lawn benches are springing up on all sides enhancing 
greatly the appearances of the College. 


The Friend Of The Needy 


March being the month of St. Joseph we will hold our 
customary Novena in his honor for the intention of our 
various needs. When we think of our needs we feel that 
every day could be Christmas in so far as it is a special time 
for calling to mind things that we would like to have. We 
hope in the first place that St. Joseph will send us some of his 
princely virtues. Then there is the institution that can 
always stand befriending. Our Mission Unit too has now 
many things that can rightly be classed as needs. 


More About Dogs. 

In our last number we bewailed the loss of our stalwart 
police dog. Quite suddenly a new youngster of a dog an- 
nounced his presence by a vigorous and never-ending series 
of yelps and barks which must have kept the whole neigh- 
borhood in a state of.alarm. The noise maker was a puppy 
airedale from a friend in: Biloxi. The strength of his vocal 
organs is remarkable! 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


St. Augustine’s is a preparatory Seminary open to 
Colored youths who desire to study for the Holy Priesthood 
and who are willing to become religious in the Missionary 
Society of the Divine Word. 


I. REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION 


1. AGE: The proper age for admission is 12-18 
years; exceptionally younger or older boys may be admitted. 

2. QUALITIES: Necessary qualities are: 

a. A good moral character, love of study and discipline, 
together with a cheerful, docile disposition ; 

b. A decided inclination for the priesthood, the re- 
ligious and missionary life; 

ec. Successful attendance at a grammar school; appli- 
cants must have passed at least the 7th grade; 


d. Good health. 

3. PAPERS: Applicants should present: 

a. Personal letter containing application ; 

b. Certificate of Baptism; 

e. Recommendation from their Rev. Pastor or some 


other responsible person ; 

d. School report, especially the last one; 

e. A physician’s certificate ; 

4. TIME: bBeys are admitted at the opening of the 
school term in September. 


II. COURSES OF STUDIES: 


Our course of studies comprises all branches of High 
School, College, and Seminary. The classical course lasts 6 
years, and is followed by 1 vear novitiate, 2 years philosophy 
4 years theology. 


III. TERMS 


The annual tuition is $200. Every student is to supply 
his own books and clothing. Boys without means, but talent- 
ed and well recommended, will find admission. 


Send applications to 
Reverend Rector, 


St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


Nog 


June 1927 


Saint Augustine § 
Messenger 


Christianity is one continuous call 
for a commanding ministry, a royal 
priesthood that will take up the 
staff of the Great Shepherd and 
lead His people into verdant past- 
ures; that will touch witha warm 
and kindly hand the wounds and 
smarts of a sore and bruised flock. 


Published Quarterly at St. Augustine's Seminary 
Bay Saint Louis, Miss. 
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‘‘Suffer the little ones to come unto Me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven,’’ 


St. Augustine's Messenger 
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Boys, Young Men! 


Your King Calls 

Co Bervic Service 

Co Preach His Name 

Go Spread His Kingdom 

Iu the Ranks of the Priesthood! 
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. One morning toward the end of May just after the | 
school Mass Jules went up the little flight of stairs that led 
to the parish house and pushed the bell. Jules was a boy | 

of the eighth grade, rough and full of quarrel, but, to those 
who knew him, tender-hearted and true. When first look- ! 
ing at him one would think that he was mad, with his brow | 
drawn together and his eyes hard-fixed like those of a boy 

' 


who is shooting at a marble. On the ball field the lads used to | 
call him Baby Rutho from the way he used to frown at the | 
ball when he swung at it—just as the big Babe Ruth does. . 

e The Sisters, too, knew Jules, and many was the scolding | 
they gave in his favor. 

The house-keeper opened the door and allowed Jules to 
step in after he told her that he wanted to see Father on 
important business. Father Venard was just going to i 
breakfast when he met Jules in the hall-way. 

“Good morning,” greeted Jules as a bright smile lit up i 
his face like an electric light. 1 

Father Venard returned the greeting and placing his 
hand upon the boy’s shoulder said in a cheery tone, 

“What's the news today, Jules?” half-way expecting 
that it was to be a story of another breach with the teacher. 

“Something big,” replied Jules, “a big question.” 

“Let’s hear’, returned Father somewhat curious. 

“Its this,” Jules began with his eyes resting upon his 
hat which he kept moving in slow circles between his hands. 

“TI wish to ask you whether I can’t become a priest?” | 

It cannot be said that Father Venard was altogether 
surprised because he had noticed that in spite of his many 
breaks in the classroom and on the playgrounds Jules had 
a strong character. 

“Now that’s surely a big question,” commenced the | 
priest. “But just wait in the parlor a minute, Jules, and | 
T’ll be back.” 

Father Venard went to take his breakfast. After a | 
little while he came into the parlor, took a seat, and mo- i 
ticned Jules to a chair. | 

“So you mean to be a priest, Jules? How long have ; 
you been thinking of that?” 

Jules had always liked his pastor and he felt that he | 
could talk to him as freely as to his own mother. 

“For some time, Father,” he answered. “The first lk 

time that I ever thought of it, I remember it well, was one 
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Sunday last year when I saw you giving Holy Communion 
to my mother. Since then the desire often came back to 
me, and now I feel that I care to be nothing but that.” 

“Don’t you fear, Jules, that you are a bit too wild 
and quarrelsome to be a priest?” 

“Yes, Father, I have wondered whether I really am 
good encugh remembering how often I get into scraps, and 
how often I am scolded for forgetting myself in this or that.” 

“Well, for my part, Jules, I do not take that so ser- 
iously. Boys who are rough and loud are not for that 
reason bad. Such boys are often good, and I like them as 
long as I see that they have an honest and willing heart 
and are trying to be better. They are better than those 
who are sly, tricky, and untruthful, and never caught at 
anything. But how are you in your lessons, Jules?” 

“Well, Father, I am not just the first in class; I’m 
surely weak in arithmetic, though Sister told me that I am 
doing better lately. I certainly am plugging hard, because 
I want to pass this term.” 

“Do you go right home every day after school, Jules?” 

“Sometimes I stay to play ball; otherwise I start for 
home. Ma can tell you that. She always wants me to 
come back to help about the house.” 

“T spoke of that,” said Father Venard, “because many 
a lad kills his chances of ever being anything worth while 
by loafing around after school with every kind of company. 
He has to hear very often filthy talk and learns too many 
harmful habits, for there is little education for boys in 
the streets. I remember a fine young lad. He was an altar 
boy in the seventh grade. He, too, wanted to become a 
priest. Suddenly I saw a change come over him. He lost 
his smile. He wore one of those tough snears about the 
corner of his mouth. He chewed and spat like a cowboy. 
He disobeyed his mother, and missed Mass ever so often. 
I was certainly surprised and could not explain it until one 
day I saw him with a gang which I knew to be an indecent 
one. Then I understood why he was no longer the cheerful 
and pious little server.’’ 

Father Venard paused as if he were thinking of other 
lads who, under him, had promised to be better and turned 
out for worse. Then looking up he said kindly, 

“Jules, can you give me some reasons why you wish to 
be a priest?” 

The question was so straight and unexpected that the 
boy was at a loss. 

“Well,—Father, I may not be able to say just why I 
wish to be a priest. It is a certain feeling I have that such 
a life would be the happiest I could choose. How can one 
tell whether he has the right reasons?” 
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, “That may not be always easy to tell,”’ replied the 
Father. “But to make it clearer I will put it in another 
way. Have you perhaps some false reasons for becoming 
a priest, for instance—do you wish to become a priest in 
order to have an easy life, or to be a rich and honorable 
person ?” 

: “Such reasons never came into my mind, Father. If 
there is any reason it is surely for the sake of our Lord. 
To say Mass, and give Holy Communion. To do good to 
others, and to keep good myself. To help the poor people 
in their lives, and to lead them to heaven!” 

Jules was speaking from his heart. His roughness had 
gone, and he was showing how human, tender and pious 
of soul he really was. 

Father Venard knew that the boy was sincere in his 
answer. Wishing to test him a bit further he said, 

“You must remember, though, that the life of a priest 
is one of hardship. He must leave his home; he is often 
very poor; sometimes despised and driven about like the 
priests in Mexico.” 

But that was just what Jules was in for. He liked 
something hard. He was a fighting boy and took pride in 
being game and brave for anything. The boy smiled. 

“Oh, I’m not afraid! Besides Sister told us the other 
day that we must all suffer something, and bear our cross 
if we were to go to heaven. Then, too, our Lord was hated 
and even killed. But why do you try to scare me as if you 
would keep me away by telling me these hard things?” 

“T just wanted to see how brave and earnest you were, 
Jules. When one knows the worst and is still willing to 
go ahead he will be happier than the boy who begins, think- 
ing that everything is to be sunshine and roses and play 
and fun. I could, of course, tell you some nice things about 
a priest’s life which would make you more anxious. You 
know when you work for people they pay you one, or two, 
or three dollars a day. But our Lord has promised to give 
to those who leave all and work for Him a hundred times 
as much in this life, and everlasting joy in the life to come.” 

Father Venard was always pleased when he saw a de- 
sire to serve God arise in the hearts of his school children; 
but he did not bid them go ahead until he noticed that they 
really and strongly meant to follow the Master. 

“One thing I must have forgotten to ask you, Jules, 
and that is whether you like to say your prayers. A priest 
has to know how to speak with his Lord in prayer.” 

“TI never miss my morning and evening prayers, and I 
come to Mass almost every day. During Lent I did not 
miss Holy Communion once. Then there is that nice church 
near the park where we sometimes play ball. Anything 


ee 
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more beautiful I never hope to see. The Blessed Sacrament 
is always on top like in Benediction and two Sisters are 
ever kneeling in front of the altar. As often as we go 
there I always drop in to say a little prayer.” 

“That’s fine, Jules; “warmly put in the priest. But 
you haven’t told me yet whether your parents wish to have 
you go away.” 

“Well, mamma says that she would be glad to have me 

be a priest. Papa, though, believes that I ought to go to 
work and make money.” 
Father Venard had frequent experiences of parents 
taking their children out of school at an early age in order 
to have them work and bring in a few pennies. When he 
Saw no real necessity for it he was always against the plan 
for he thought it was unjust to the child. 

“Many a boy,” he said to Jules, “has lost his best 
opportunity in life by this desire to get out and make money. 
For the sake of a few dimes he will leave school at an 
early grade and take some odd job which he might hold to 
the end of his days because he has not enough education 
for anything better. Of course, I do not mean to say any- 
thing against those who work during their free time while 
they go to school as long as they take enough time to pre- 
pare their lessons. Has your father, though, refused to 
allow you to go if you wish?” 

“No, Father, he said that if I just had to go he would 
not hold me back.” 

‘ “And how about the money,” suddenly put in Father 
Venard. 

“That is a matter, Father, that worries me more than 
a little. Papa and mamma can pay something but not 
very much. I don’t know what I will do about that part.” 

“That’s alright, Jules. If one is a good boy they will 
be satisfied if he pays what he honestly can. God will see 
to it that nobody will be kept from being His disciple for 
the lack of wealth.” 

Father paused awhile and looked out of the window as 
if he were considering. He was looking in the same di- 
rection when he said slowly, 

“Jules, from this little chat I am made to believe that 
you can and ought to go ahead in your desire. Write a letter 
to the Seminary, mention your wish, and ask whether they 
will take you. I will write myself and say a good word for 
you. In the meantime, say five Hail Marys every day that 
your Blessed Mother-might help you to keep-up your cour- 
age.”? 

“Thank you, Father!” Jules was getting up and was 
going toward the door quite happy when he turned and 
said, 
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“But its a long time to study, isn’t it Father?” 

“Don’t say that, Jules. There are twenty-five thous- 
and priests in the United States and they all went through 
the course. When one is at the Seminary and has his stud- 
ies, his companions, and his games he finds the time slip- 
ping by quietly and happily. Then every summer you can 
come home for several months to see your parents. If you 
stick to it, Jules, you will be the first priest of this parish, 
and you can imagine how glad the people will be when, 
after several years they see you standing at the altar. Then 
they will be thankful that you had the courage to keep it 
up.” 

That made Jules feel good—to see himself a priest al- 
ready. 


( Continued on Page 10 ) 
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more beautiful I never hope to see. The Blessed Sacrament 
is always on top like in Benediction and two Sisters ave 
ever kneeling in front of the altar. As often as we go 
there I always drop in to say a little prayer.” 

“That’s fine, Jules; “warmly put in the priest. But 
you haven’t told me yet whether your parents wish to have 
vou go away.” 

“Well, mamma says that she would be glad to have me 
be a priest. Papa, though, believes that I ought to go to 
work and make money.” 

Father Venard had frequent experiences of parents 
taking their children out of school at an early age in order 
to have them work and bring in a few pennies. When he 
saw no real necessity for it he was always against the plan 
for he thought it was unjust to the child. 

“Many a boy,” he said to Jules, “has lost his best 
opportunity in life by this desire to get out and make money. 
For the sake of a few dimes he will leave school at an 
early grade and take some odd job which he might hold to 
the end of his days because he has not enough education 
for anything better. Of course, I do not mean to say any- 
thing against those who work during their free time while 
they go to school as long as they take enough time to pre- 
pare their lessons. Has your father, though, refused to 
allow you to go if you wish?” 

“No, Father, he said that if I just had to go he would 
not hold me back.” 

“And how about the money,’ 
Venard. 

“That is a matter, Father, that worries me more than 
a little. Papa and mamma can pay something but not 
very much. I don’t know what I will do about that part.” 

“That’s alright, Jules. If one is a good boy they will 
be satisfied if he pays what he honestly can. God will see 
to it that nobody will be kept from being His disciple for 
the lack of wealth.” 

Father paused awhile and looked out of the window as 
if he were considering. He was looking in the same dli- 
rection when he said slowly, 

“Jules, from this little chat I am made to believe that 
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you can and ought to go ahead in your desire. Write a letter 


to the Seminary, mention your wish, and ask whether they 
will take you. I will write myself and say a good word for 
you. In the meantime, say five Hail Marys every day that 
your Blessed Mother might help you to keep up your cour- 
age.” 

“Thank you, Father!” Jules was getting up and was 
going toward the door quite happy when he turned and 
said, 
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| “But its a long time to study, isn’t it Father?” 
“? “Don’t say that, Jules. There are twenty-five thous- 
and priests in the United States and they all went through 
the course. When one is at the Seminary and has his stud- 
les, his companions, and his games he finds the time slip- 
ping by quietly and happily. Then every summer you can 
i come home for several months to see your parents. If you 
stick to it, Jules, you will be the first priest of this parish, 
and you can imagine how glad the people will be when, 
after several years they see you standing at the altar. Then 
they will be thankful that you had the courage to keep it 
7) up.” 
That made Jules feel good—to see himself a priest ai- 
ready. 
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“Rarl wants to go too, Father. He spoke to me about. 
it the other day after the game. But he is afraid to let 
it be known. He thinks he will be teased.” 


“That’s the case with many a boy, observed Father 
Venard. They are as bashful about that as they are of a. 
speech on the stage. But there is no reason to be. They 
might be teased because they wish to be something different 
and better than the others. However, that teasing stops. 
as soon as they take the first step and begin to study. 


“So, Jules, do what I told you. Tell your parents about 
it again; say that you spoke to me and that I would be 
glad to see them make the sacrifice and let you go.” 

Father Venard went with Jules to the door, and with 
his hanrid on his shoulder reminded him again of his five 
Hail Marys, and saw him off. 


Four months later Jules was all ready to go. He went 
around to say bood-bye to his many school friends with 
whom he had spent many a happy time. They were all 
sorry to see him go, for they liked their Baby Rutho in 
spite of his many little fights. They went with him to the 
railroad station and helped him carry his brown suitcase. 
On the top of his suitcase Jules had tied his baseball bat 


which he expected to use against the pitchers of the Sem- 
inary. When the train pulled out Jules stood on the stairs 
and received from his old friends a long rousing cheer of 
good luck and happy days. 


St. Augustine’s Nine playing the local Independents 
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WHAT IS THE PRIESTHOOD? 
Tey 


The clearest way to describe a priest is to say that he 
is another Christ. He does the same work as our Lord 
did and his purpose in life is the same—to save immortal 
souls. Our Lord taught the pecple the truths of Heaven, 
‘so does the priest. Our Lord went about doing good, so 
does the priest. Our Lord warned men against sin, so 
does the priest. 


Like that of his Master the task of the priest is to 
prepare the -people for the kingdom of Heaven. He does 
this by teaching them the things of God, by bringing them 
to believe, to hove, and to love, by telling them to be patient 
in suffering while waiting for the eternal happiness to come, 
by rebuking the sinner and warning him that the gates of 
Heaven are shut against his kind. In a word, he stands as 
the messenger of God to explain the meaning of life. 


Like His Master the priest must also be a man of a 
tender heart who will aid the people in their earthly dis- 
tress by helping them in their wants, comforting them in 
distress, by visiting them in their sickness, and assisting 
them in their dying hour. 


The moment that one wishes to become a priest for 
any other reason is found in the life of Christ he is going 
the wrong way and it would be better in that case to fol- 
low another calling. The manner of a priest?s work may 
be different from age to age but the meaning of his work 
and life are always the same—to follow the spirit and to 
walk in the footsteps on the Son of God. There is no bet- 
ter way of knowing whether one ought to follow up his in- 
tention of becoming a priest than by asking himself whether 
he wishes to be a priest for the same reason that our Lord 
came down from Heaven. When that is the case it is 
always safe to give it a trial. 
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“Rarl wants to go too, Father. He spoke to me about 
it the other day after the game. But he is afraid to let 
it be known. He thinks he will be teased.” 

“That’s the case with many a boy, observed Father’ 
Venard. They are as bashful about that as they are of a. 
speech on the stage. But there is no reason to be. They 
might be teased because they wich to be something different 
and better than the others. However, that teasing stops 
as soon as they take the first step and begin to study. 


“So. Jules, do what I told you. Tell your parents about. 


it again; say that you spoke to me and that | would be 
glad to see them make the sacrifice and let you go.” 

Father Venard went with Jules to the door, and with 
his hand on his shoulder reminded him again of his five 
Hail Marys, and saw him off. 

Four months later Jules was all ready to go. He went 
around to say bood-bye to his many school friends with 
whom he had spent many a happy time. They were all 
sorry to see him go, for they liked their Baby Rutho in 
spite of his many little fights. They went with him to the 
railroad station and helped him carry his brown suitcase. 


On the top of his suitcase Jules had tied his baseball bat 
which he expected to use against the pitchers of the Sem- 


inary. When the train pulled out Jules stood on the stairs 


and received from his old friends a long rousing cheer of 
good luck and happy days. 


St. Augustine’s Nine playing the local Independents 


} 


~ 


i 


38 


St. Augustine’s Messenger 1] 


WHAT IS THE PRIESTHOOD? 
Wey 


The clearest way to describe a priest is to say that he 
is another Christ. He does the same work as our Lord 
did and his purpese in life is the same—to save immortal 
souls. Our Lord taught the pecple the truths of Heaven, 
so does the priest. Our Lord went about doing good, so 
does the priest. Our Lord warned men against sin, so 
does the priest. 


Like that of his Master the task of the priest is to 
prepare the people fcr the kingdom of Heaven. He does 
this by teaching them the things of God, by bringing them 
to believe, to hone, and to love, by telling them to be patient 
in suffering while waiting for the eternal happiness to come, 
by rebuking the sinner and warning him that the gates of 
Heaven are shut against his kind. In a word, he stands as 
the messenger of God to explain the meaning of life. 


Like His Master the priest must also be a man of a 
tender heart who will aid the people in their earthly dis- 
tress by helping them in their wants, comforting them in 
distress, by visiting them in their sickness, and assisting 
them in their dying hour. 


The moment that one wishes to become a priest for 
any other reascn is found in the life of Christ he is going 
the wrong way and it would be better in that case to fol- 
low another calling. The manner of a priest’s work may 
be different from age to age but the meaning of his work 
and life are always the same—to follow the spirit and to 
walk in the footsteps on the Son of God. There is no bet- 
ter way of knowing whether one ought to follow up his in- 
tention of becoming a priest than by asking himself whether 
he wishes to be a priest for the same reason that our Lord 
came down from Heaven. When that is the case it is 
always safe to give it a trial. 


St. Augustine’s Messenger 


BELOW ARE SOME INSTANCES OF BOYS WHO 
HAVE NOT THE RIGHT INTENTION 


THESE BOYS HAVE NO VOCATION 


Dear Father: 

I got a good friend at your Seminary and he writes 
me that it is a nice place and he has so much fun there. 
We two were always good pals together and I want to 
know if I can’t come too. The teacher said that I am 
good enough in the lessons. I sure was glad that you 
all had such games as baseball, basketball, and football. 

Yours truly, 
John X 
(not admitted) 


Dear Father: 

Papa told me that I ought to be a doctor, but he said 
that I could be anything I wished, a doctor, a lawyer, an 
electrician, a priest or anything. I thought this over a 
long time. You know ts so hard for us to get jobs if 
we become doctors or lawyers. Last Sunday I heard a 
fine sermon atout priests and I wonder if I cannot come 
and study for one. 


(not admitted) 


Reverend Father: ; 

I am just finishing the eighth grade and my parents 
want to send me off to get an education. I heard that 
you have a fine college at Bay St. Louis, and I would 
like to know if I can’t come and study to be a priest. 
My parents would be very glad. 

Yours in respect, 
Bruce X 
(not admitted) 


’ My Dear Father: 

I would like to be a priest but I would -first like to 
know how much a priest gets. Could you please tell me 
this, Father. I am willing to study hard and do every- 
thing you wish. My father said he would like to know 
also how much money a priest makes. 

Yours truly, 
Jonathan X 
(not admitted) 


Very Reverend Father: 

I am a graduate of High School and have been work- 
ing now one year. But I am getting tired of life with. 
its disappointments and its hardships and work, and I 
would like to know if I can come to your Seminary in 
September. 

Yours gratefully, 
Arnold X 
(not admitted) 
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On the feast of the Blessed Mar- 
tyrs of Uganda six natives of Cen- 
tral Africa were ordained priests 
by. Bishop Streicher. At the present 
time there are fifty students in the 
Major Seminary in Uganda, five of 
whom are to be ordained this year. 
Bishop Streicher also tells with keen 
joy cf 122 Sisters of the native 
religious Community making their 
vows on August 24th, 1926 in the 
same Vicariate of Uganda. Catho- 
lics now number one-third of the 
pepulation of Uganda. 


A visitor at our Seminary, Rev. 
Bernard F. Abeling, S. J., who spent 
twenty years in British Honduras, 
describes the condition of Central 
America as fearfully lacking in re- 
ligious education. Since 1870 when 
the government closed the Jesuit 
University at Guatemala, the seat 
of learning for the youths of Cen- 
tral America, education has been, 
with few territorial exceptions, al- 
mest nil. Free Masons sit in the 
seats of power. British Honduras 
has three students at St. Augustine's. 


In the disreputable career of mob 
murders there are four states that 
still wave an unstained banner. Mas- 
sachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, and Vermont never had a 
lynching. Connecticut, Maine, and 
New Jersey had none for forty-one 
years. This is the red story of 
figures: 


During the month of March the 
Supreme Court favored the Negroes 
in two important cases, one of segre- 
gation, the other of the Primary. 
That the right to vote in the Pri- 
maries is unrecognized can be seen 
from these figures of the 1924 
Presidential election in Alabama: 
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Bullock county, 8,840 Race adults 
81 votes for President Coolidge; 
Choctaw county, 4,949 adults, 19 
votes for President Coolidge: 
Greene county, 7,057 adults, 5 votes 
fer President Ccolidge; Hale coun- 
ty, 8,346 adults, 23 votes for Presi- 
dent Coolidge; Lowndes county, 
9,818 adults, 5 votes for President 
Ccolidge; Monroe county, 6 796 ad- 
ults, 22 votes for President Coolidge; 
Perry county, 8,203 adults, 24 votes 
for President Coolidge; Pike county, 
6,579 adults, 29 votes for President 
Coclidge; Russell county, 8,816 ad- 
ults, 14 votes for President Coolidge; 
Tallapoosa county, 4,282 adults, | 
vote for President Coolidge. 


Mr. Samuel White, a Negro stock- 
yard foreman, rescued twenty-five 
families with a rude raft in the re- 
cent flcod disasters and kept them 
in his marooned home of box cars. 
All this while he fed them from his 
store of food and from what he could 
bring in by beat. When the water 
subsided cn Easter day and families 
returned he strictly refused every- 
thing offered in recompense. 


In his solicitude for the native 
clergy of Russia the Holy Father has 
requested Catholic educational in- 
stitutions in this country to support 
his special program of student ex- 
change. In a letter to the Catholic 
educators he invited them to place 
at the disposal of the Hcly See two 
or more scholarships in their re- 
spective institutions to be filled by 
Russian students who will be chosen 
by the Delegates of the Holy See in 
foreign countries. This is to begin 
in 1927. These students will be 
kncewn as the proteges of the Holy 
Father. This broad and statesman- 
like program will give to Russia 
when better days come a_ ready 
clergy. 
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At Steyl~Holland, Motherhouse 
of the Society of the Divine Word, 
100 brothers are kept busy turn- 
ing out 650,0000 copies of maga- 
zines each month, hundreds of 
books, and over 1,250,000 annual 


almanacs. 


—————_. 


Rev. Norman A. Duckette, one of 
the four Negro priests in the United 
States, has been named pastor of St. 
Benedict the Mcor’s Church, Detroit. 
This is the second parish for Negro 
Catholics in Detroit and consists of a 
church, a rectory, and five lots. 


In the Catholic diocese of La- 
fayette, Louisiana, there are 60,000 
Colored Catholics. They have twen- 
ty schools attended by 3486 pupils. 
This is the largest number of Color- 
ed Catholics in any diocese; the 
diocese of Baltimore is second with 
36,000 and New Orleans, third with 
30,000. 


The Oblate Sisters of Providence 
will celebrate their hundredth anni- 
versity of their foundation in 1928 
as a religious community, which now 


Their 
Aca- 


160 


members. 
Frances’ 


numbers 


motherhouse is St. 
demy in Baltimore. 


There are 133,066 Colored men 


employed in the various railroads. 


When the Society of the Divine 
Word first sent missionaries to China 
in 1882 there were only 158 Catho- 
lics in their territory of Yenchowfu, 
Shantung. In 1925 the number of 
Catholics under their charge is 107,- 
000 with 45,000 preparing for bap- 


tism. 
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Richard Hudlin, Negro student at 
the University of Chicago, has been 
elected captain of the 1927 tennis 
team. Hudlin is the first of his race 
to hold a varsity captaincy in the 
big ten. 


ee 


According to census reports of 
1920 there are 3,495 Colored phy- 
sicians, 1109 dentists and 3341 
trained nurses. A colored surgeon, 
Dr. D. H. Williams, was the first in 
the world to perform an operation 
cn the human heart. 


—_——— — 


There are upwards of 275 Color- 
ed farm and home demonstration 
agents in the South who reach more 
than a million Colored men and wo- 
men every year. 


——_——_. 


There are 29,429 Colored chil- 
dren in 187 Catholic schools. 


At Techny, Illinois, Motherhouse 
of the American province of the 
Society of the Divine Word, 150,000 
copies cf magazines are issued 
monthly, 100,000 calendars and 


almanacs each year. 


12,000 Jews have been baptized 
as Christians during the past twelve 
years. Half of them becoming Cath- 
olics. 


“Up From Slavery,” the auto- 
biography of the late Booker T. 
Washington has been translated into 
all the major European languages, 
the Braille system for the blind. 
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Written for the Messenger by the students of Class ’29 


Our Patron in Stone 


The seminary has now another object to enhance its 
surroundings, a beautiful statue of St. Augustine. It is 
erected in the midst of a large circular flower-bed blooming 
before the main entrance. There the Saint stands in majesty 
watching over the future priests as they pass beneath him. 
Many will be the prayers offered to our patron for the con- 
tinued success of our Mission House. 


Father Rector Leaves For Chicago 


During the prescribed silence of Good Friday Father 
Mathew Christman, S. V. D. Rector, left for the Provincial 
Chapter held at Techny, Ill. We are sorry to have him leave 
us when the Easter solemnity was at hand. We did not fail 
to have him bear our Easter Greetings to the novices at 
Lake Beulah whom he planned to visit before returning to 
the Southland. 


Saved From The Flood 


The terrible flood that swept the Mississippi valley left 
us—thanks to Heaven—on dry land. The removal of our 
institution from Greenville to Bay St. Louis seems, in light 
of this late catastrophe, a work of Providence. However, a 
taste of a tropical storm was given us on Good Friday when 
torrents of rain driven by hurricanes of wind drenched the 
whole building. 


Our New Park 


During our hours of manual labor on Thursdays we are 
being kept quite busy in improving a neglected spot of 
natural beauty, lying to the East of the Fathers’ residence. 
As the signal is given we are seen gathering spades, shovels, 
wheelbarrows and axes. We hope the park with its wide 
shady lanes winding under tall spreading oaks will become 
a pleasant rendezvous from the heat of the sun. 


Sports 

The first baseball game of the season, played between 
the Varsity and the St. Rose Independents was easily won 
with score 6-3. Next the Juniors bowed in defeat to the 
Catholic Parochial School, score 12-9. 

On May the Ist the Varsity team defeated Corpus 
Christi of New Orleans by a score of 16 to 6. 

A triangular track and field meet will be held soon be- 
tween the Seminary, St. Rose de Lima, and the Valena C. 
Jones High School. 
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The College Graduates of Class ’27 


Reading from left to right, Mr. Anthony Bourges, Very Rev. Mathew Christman, Rector 
Mr. Joseph Watson. Top row, from left to right, Mr. Alban Velasquez, Mr. Guy Wade, 
Mr. Max Murphy, Mr. Eugene Martin, Mr. Philip Marin 


Graduation No. 2 


June will bring with it the successful completion of six 
years of preparatory course for seven of our students. It 
will mark the second Graduation in the history of the Sem- 
inary. These seven will have to report at the Novitiate 
House, Lake Beulah, Wis., in September. While they are 
going up North the first class of graduates will be returning 
to the Bay for one year’s teaching. 


Financial Returns 


We have found Mite Boxes an effective means of raising 
money in our Mission Unit. We sent some to our friends at 
the beginning of Lent, and at the present time we take joy 
in announcing a response of $123.75. By the end of May we 
expect this amount will have doubled. The Stamp Depart- 
ment which we have also organized for purposes of aid re- 
port a receipt of 25 pounds—not counting those that are on 
the way. 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


St. Augustine’s is a preparatory Seminary open to 
Colored youths who desire to study for the Holy Priesthood 
and who are willing to become religious in the Missionary 

Society of the Divine Word. 


I. REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION 


1. AGE: The proper age for admission is 12-18 
years; exceptionally younger or older boys may be admitted. 

2. QUALITIES: Necessary qualities are: 

a. A good moral character, love of study and discipline, 
together with a cheerful, docile disposition ; 

b. A decided inclination for the priesthood, the re- 
ligious and missionary life; 

ce. Successful attendance at a grammar school; appli- 
cants must have passed at least the 7th grade; 

d. Good health. 

3. PAPERS: Applicants should present: 

a. Personal letter containing application ; 

b. Certificate of Baptism; 

ec. Recommendation from their Rev. Pastor or some 
other responsible person ; 

d. School report, especially the last one; 

e. A physician’s certificate; 

4. TIME: Boys are admitted at the opening of the 
school term in September. 


II. COURSES OF STUDIES: 


Our course of studies comprises all branches of High 
School, College, and Seminary. The classical course lasts 6 
years, and is followed by 1 year novitiate, 2 years philosophy 
4 years theology . 


Ill. TERMS 


The annual tuition is $200. Every student is to supply 
his own books and clothing. Boys without means, but talent- 
ed and well recommended, wil! find admission. 


Send applications to 
Reverend Rector, 
St. Augustine’s Seminary, 
Bay St. Louis, Miss. 


INTENTIONAL SECOND EXPOSURE 


16 St. Augustine’s Messenger 


Written for the Messenger by the students of Class °29 


The College Graduates of Class ’27 
Reading from left to right, Mr. Anthony Bourges, Very Rev. Mathew Christman, Rector 
Mr. Joseph Watson. Top row, from left to right, Mr. Alban Velasquez, Mr. Guy Wade, 
Mr. Max Murphy, Mr. Eugene Martin, Mr. Philip Marin 


Graduation No. 2 


June will bring with it the successful completion of six 
vears of preparatory course for seven of our students. It 
will mark the second Graduation in the history of the Sem- 
inary. These seven will have to report at the Novitiate 
House, Lake Beulah, Wis., in September. While they are 
going up North the first class of graduates will be returning 
to the Bay for one year’s teaching. 


Financial Returns 


We have found Mite Boxes an effective means of raising 
money in our Mission Unit. We sent some to our friends at 
the beginning of Lent, and at the present time we take joy 
in announcing a response of $123.75. By the end of May we 
expect this amount will have doubled. The Stamp Depart- 
ment which we have also organized for purposes of aid re- 
port a receipt of 25 pounds—not counting those that are on 
the way. 


St. Augustine’s Seminary 


St. Augustine’s is a preparatory Seminary open to 
Colored youths who desire to study for the Holy Priesthood 
and who are willing to become religious in the Missionary 
Society of the Divine Word. 


I. REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION 


1. AGE: The proper age for admission is 12-18 
vears; exceptionally younger or older boys may be admitted. 

2. QUALITIES: Necessary qualities are: 

a. A good moral character, love of study and discipline, 
together with a cheerful, docile disposition ; 

b. <A decided inclination for the priesthood, the re- 
ligious and missionary life; 

ec. Successful attendance at a grammar school; appli- 
cants must have passed at least the 7th grade; 

d. Good health. 

3. PAPERS: Applicants should present: 

a. Personal letter containing application ; 

b. Certificate of Baptism; 

c. Recommendation from their Rev. Pastor or some 
other responsible person ; 

d. School report, especially the last one; 
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